
CANS 2017 Provincial Election Questionnaire – Party Responses 

During this provincial election, the Construction Association of Nova Scotia (CANS) surveyed all provincial parties on a range of issues important to our members and the construction industry. Here are their responses: 

 

QUESTION 

 

NDP PARTY 

 

LIBERAL PARTY 

 

PC PARTY 

 

ATLANTICA PARTY 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

    

If elected, what will your 
party do to ensure 
business development 
and growth continues in 
Nova Scotia? 

An NDP government will ensure that business development in 
Nova Scotia grows by improving the transportation system, 
developing more affordable housing, and expanding educational 
and employment opportunities for our population. We will increase 
settlement and integration services for Halifax’s immigrant 
population and develop employment and entrepreneurship 
programs for minorities and women. To achieve economic 
development, an NDP government will work with local businesses, 
which have been shown to have longer-lasting impact on 
communities than out-of-province businesses, and with social 
enterprises and cooperatives, which contribute to the social, 
cultural, and economic well-being of Halifax and Nova Scotia. 
School closures, inadequate services, limited public 
transportation, and other deficiencies in public services contribute 
to underdevelopment in rural areas. An NDP government will work 
towards addressing those 2 deficiencies to allow Nova Scotia to 
continue to be an attractive, healthy, safe place to live and work. 

Entrepreneurs and business operators across the province have 
long sought relief from the overwhelming burden of red tape – that’s 
why the Liberal Government acted and created the Office of 
Regulatory Affairs and Effectiveness in 2015. A re-elected Liberal 
Government will continue cutting red tape for small business by 
working to further reduce regulatory costs by $25 million. A re-
elected Liberal Government will also increase the income threshold 
for small businesses from $350,000 to $500,000. This will allow 
small businesses the ability to invest in expand and their operations, 
helping to grow the economy and create jobs. A new Liberal 
government will invest an additional $390 million in capital funding 
spent over seven years to twin three sections of the 100-series 
highways and build the Burnside Connector, a new four-lane 
highway between Bedford and Burnside. Safety improvements for 
un-twinned sections of highway will also be completed. A new re-
elected Liberal Government will be embarking on one of the biggest 
infrastructure investments in our history. Our plan will build safer 
roads and create thousands of jobs from one end of this province to 
the other. Community infrastructure spending will increase by $50 
million each year. It will go toward new schools and renovations, 
road repairs and recreation facilities. This will see thousands of jobs 
created throughout our province, meaning more opportunities for 
Nova Scotians to live and work here. As well, we are committed to 
helping young Nova Scotians find work here at home, by building on 
successful youth employment programs, creating new ones, and 
breaking down barriers for apprentices. In May 2017, Premier 
Stephen McNeil announced over $45 million to fund youth 
employment opportunities across Nova Scotia. This investment will 
help more than 2,000 young Nova Scotians find jobs. 

Jamie Baillie has an optimistic, pro-growth vision that 
focuses on rebuilding Nova Scotia. Investments in 
infrastructure will lead to the creation of thousands of 
jobs. The Progressive Conservative Party believes job 
creators should be able to earn a tax break. That’s why 
we will make real tax relief available to all businesses 
that create new jobs in our province. We will create a 
new Earned Tax Relief program that will provide an 
incentive for successful companies to invest more and 
create jobs in Nova Scotia. By creating new jobs, Nova 
Scotia businesses can earn their way to a lower 
corporate tax rate that could help make Nova Scotia the 
most competitive place in Canada to create jobs.  
In addition, a PC government will increase the Small 
Business Tax threshold from $350,000 to $500,00 to 
help business owners prosper and create jobs. 

1. Eliminate Business Taxes. 
2. Break up the NSLC and privatize the liquor wholesale 
and retail business. 
3. Deregulation and an Office of Deregulation. 
4. Ending politicized and unfair corporate welfare. 
5. Lowering Income Taxes on the Median Income to the 
lowest in Canada. 
6. Encouraging resource projects. 
7. Eliminating all Maritime Trade Barriers in keeping 
with the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council 
recommendations. 
8. An anti-red tap program. 
9. Reduction of the Civil Service to the National 
Average with the savings not allocated to new spending 
but returned to the pockets of Nova Scotians. 
10. Co-operative actions on Atlantic regional trade 
promotion and service delivery. 
11. Enhanced democracy structures. 
12. A debt elimination plan. Once we create a pro-
business, prosperous and socially attractive 
(democracy reform, more freedom etc) province, 
ideally a continental 'hot-spot', issues such as workforce 
attraction and retention will to a large measure tend to 
be ameliorated. 

If elected, what will your 
party do further align 
itself with The New 
Building Canada Plan in 
best interest of Nova 
Scotia? 

The New Building Canada Plan focuses on projects that enhance 
economic growth, job creation, and productivity. An NDP 
government will work with the Construction Association of Nova 
Scotia, Nova Scotia Construction Sector Council, municipalities 
across Nova Scotia, federal government, and other relevant 
bodies to develop integrated infrastructure projects to improve 
communities, reduce commuting times, and strengthen trade 
corridors. This would be done, just as it was when the NDP 
government participated in the federal “shovel-ready” stimulus 
program, which invested more than $130 million in infrastructure 
money into the provincial economy. At that time, the NDP 
government invested heavily in energy efficiency for public 
housing and other environmental projects. We would expect to 
continue to take such steps. 

The New Building Canada Plan was a very important initiative by the 
federal government to grow our country’s infrastructure and make 
improvements where necessary. A re-elected Liberal Government 
will continue, as it has been, to work with a Federal Liberal 
Government to ensure we receive and maximize our federal 
infrastructure funding. As a government, we have invested heavily in 
municipalities across this province. We have worked very hard to 
leverage the opportunities available for joint funding between the 
Federal Government and the provincial government. This hard work 
has allowed us to invest in important municipal projects like the 
clean water, waste- water projects. The Liberal 2017-2018 budget 
has a commitment of an additional $40million for municipal clean 
water and waste water projects. If re-elected, a Liberal government 
would fund the provinces first gravel road plan. This plan will see 
over 700km of gravel roads restored to modern standards. We know 
that gravel road maintenance is a problem for homeowners and 
small business owners across this province and that is why we will 
invest $10million for this fiscal year and $20million in years 2, 3 and 
4. These initiatives line up with the federal government’s plans to 
modernize infrastructure and work collaboratively with a Liberal 
government in Nova Scotia. 

Over the next 10 years, a Progressive Conservative 
government will invest more in critical Nova Scotia 
Infrastructure priorities. We’ll create thousands of jobs 
in the process and maintain a balanced budget. The PC 
Rebuild Nova Scotia fund will grow the economy and 
create jobs by investing in roads, bridges and other 
public infrastructure by $1 billion. We will work 
collaboratively with the federal government so our new 
infrastructure investments are matched with federal 
money to boost the total of the Rebuild Nova Scotia 
Fund to $2 billion. 

We have not examined this issue. Sorry. 



What will your party do 
to ensure that a 
comprehensive capital 
infrastructure plan is 
developed with 
meaningful participation 
and contributions from 
industry, business and 
the community? 

An NDP government will coordinate planning meetings involving 
industry, businesses, and communities for the purpose of 
developing a long-term, multi-phase capital infrastructure plan. 
Using a collaborative and comprehensive approach, the planning 
process will be extensive and thorough. It will include all phases of 
infrastructure development, including new construction, 
maintenance, refitting, restoration, and replacement, and will 
provide a workforce development component to ensure that Nova 
Scotian workers have the necessary training, competencies, and 
red-seal credentials for all phases of the infrastructure initiatives. 
This is similar to what the NDP government did when we created 
and publicly announced a Five Year Capital Plan. 

A Liberal government will work collaboratively with industry and 
business to ensure Nova Scotia’s capital infrastructure is 
modernized. In the 2017-18 Liberal Budget, we committed to 
developing a five-year capital plan for school infrastructure. This will 
bring predictability and stability to a school-focused capital plan. 

As noted, over the next four years, a Progressive 
Conservative government will invest more in critical 
Nova Scotia Infrastructure priorities. We will work 
together with industry, businesses and communities on 
the following announced priorities:  
· Twinning Nova Scotia’s most dangerous highways  
· High speed internet in rural Nova Scotia  
· New Victoria General Hospital  
· Doubling the Department of Transportation’s Rural 
Impact Mitigation (RIM) budget  
· Creating the Environmental Reclamation and 
Community Enhancement Fund 

By stabilizing the financial situation of the province in 
order to properly provide for needed capital investment. 
If debt 
and spending continue we risk being able to even 
maintain the current goals. Therefore this question 
requires a larger 
solution first. 

 
DELAYED PAYMENT 

LEGISLATION 

    

If elected, how will your 
party work with industry 
to bring forward 
progressive Delayed 
Payment Legislation in 
Nova Scotia during your 
first mandate? 

An NDP government will undertake an environmental scan of 
current, promising, and best-practices related to delayed payment 
legislation, based on experiences in other jurisdictions. We will 
also engage in a process of meaningful consultation with key 
players on this issue. Our Party has a strong record of timely 
consultation and effective collaboration in such matters. 

A re-elected Liberal Government would be willing to sit down and 
discuss the challenges of delayed payments. 

We want Nova Scotia to attract investment leading to 
economic growth. We will deliver on that vision by 
ensuring that the business environment is both 
competitive and fair. For example, a Jamie Baillie 
government will reduce the paperwork burden on small 
and medium-sized businesses to make it easier for 
business owners to hire workers. There will be clear 
targets for red tape reduction with the goal of cutting 
two existing regulations for every new one introduced. 
As part of the effort to ensure a level playing field we 
will also work with the Construction Association of Nova 
Scotia to examine the impact of delayed payment 
legislation. 

Yes. And extended to other industrial sectors also. 

 
LICENSING 

FRAMEWORKS 

    

Should your party form 
the next government of 
Nova Scotia, will your 
government commit to 
working with industry to 
introduce a licensing 
framework that will 
contribute to these 
aspirational goals and 
objectives in your first 
term of office? 

An NDP government will commit to working with industry and 
labour in considering a licensing framework for contractors to 
ensure that all firms participating in the ICI sector have the 
necessary competencies, training, qualifications, and safety 
records. This consideration will include an environmental scan of 
current, promising, and best practices, and will incorporate an 
educational delivery component. Every effort will be made to 
ensure that the work of developing plans for a licensing framework 
would begin within the first four-year term of an NDP government. 

A re-elected Liberal Government would be willing to sit down with 
this the Construction Industry Association of Nova Scotia to discuss 
the need and details of a licensing framework. 

As noted above, we want to have a fair and competitive 
business environment in Nova Scotia. Creating jobs will 
be the top priority of a Jamie Baillie government. Our 
goal is to put 20,000 Nova Scotians to work rebuilding 
our province. Creating a provincial licensing regime for 
contractors is a major undertaking. A PC government 
would be willing to consider taking on that challenge 
with the full support of all contractors and stakeholder 
groups in the sector. 

Interesting issue. We would like to chat about this with 
your industry to learn more. 

 
PROCUREMENT 

PRACTICES 

    

If elected, will your 
government commit to 
striking a Procurement 
Council tasked with 
working collaboratively 
with industry to achieve 
these aspirational goals 
in 2017? 

 

An NDP government will commit to working with representatives of 
industry, labour, and social enterprise to develop a sustainable 
public-procurement system to ensure that public funds are spent 
in ways that are fair and transparent, and that support safe and 
environmentally sound industrial practices. A committee will be 
formed to begin work on this initiative in 2017. 

Our government has implemented several measures in the 
procurement process has strengthened the transparency and 
openness of the process. This includes the Department of Internal 
Services as an oversight function and Fairness Monitors who help 
ensure bids and Request for Proposals are handled in a fair way. As 
a government, we are always looking for ways to be more prudent 
with taxpayer dollars and are willing to discuss any ideas that would 
make for an efficient and fair procurement process. 

The issue of striking a Procurement Council to work on 
improving the public procurement process certainly 
bears further study. If successful on May 30th we would 
be willing to sit down with partners such as the 
Construction Association to discuss the impact of 
creating such a body. 

Yes. 



 
EXCLUSIONARY 

CLAUSES 

    

If your party is elected, 
will it work with industry 
to develop a mutually 
acceptable framework 
that is premised on the 
notions of fairness, 
transparency, balance, 
process and 
accountability for 
owners bound by the 
Procurement Act of 
Nova Scotia in 2017? 

 

Any provincial government would be obliged to work within the 
legal framework of NAFTA (in whatever form it takes following 
international negotiations), as well as the Agreement on Internal 
Trade (AIT). Within that context and as indicated above, an NDP 
government will commit to working with representatives of 
industry, labour, and social enterprise to develop a fair and 
transparent public-procurement system that supports safe and 
environmentally sound industrial practices. 

A re-elected Liberal Government would be willing to sit down with 
this the Construction Industry Association of Nova Scotia to discuss 
this issue in greater detail. 

Similar to the answer above, if the PC party is 
successful in forming the government after May 30th, 
we would certainly be willing to work with industry to 
develop a mutually acceptable framework relating to the 
Procurement Act. 

Yes. 

 


