
NOVA SCOTIA PROVINCIAL CANDIDATE ELECTION  

The Construction Association of Nova Scotia (CANS) represents more than 
760 large and small companies that build, renovate and restore non-
residential buildings, roads, bridges and other engineering projects. 

We are an industry trade association representing the interests of 
contractors, suppliers and service providers throughout Atlantic Canada 
and across the country. Our members include firms in the non-residential 
construction industry. 

In this provincial election CANS will play an active role, ensuring that the issues important to our 

members and the industry are top of mind for all candidates.  We ask that you take a few moments to 

answer the CANS Nova Scotia Provincial Election Candidate Questionnaire, we will share your responses 

with our members and release to the public and media in the weeks leading up to Election Day. 

 

CANDIDATE QUESTIONS  

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Party: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Riding: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Infrastructure 

 We know that an important piece of maintaining Nova Scotia’s rural communities is through 

continued development and investment by businesses. How will your party ensure that 

necessary infrastructure across Nova Scotia exists to encourage business development and 

growth in all regions? 

 

 How will Nova Scotia under your government maximize its opportunities and align itself with 

The Building Canada Plan, the Government of Canada’s new 10 year infrastructure plan?  

 

Capital Plan 

 Modern infrastructure is critical to the social and economic vitality of Nova Scotia. A long term, 

predictable capital infrastructure plan that considers maintenance, replacement and new 

construction is required to achieve these ends. If elected, what will you do to ensure that a 

comprehensive capital infrastructure plan is developed with meaningful participation and 



contributions from industry, businesses and the community? 

 

Builder’s Lien 

 CANS has advocated for amendments to the current Builders Lien Act. Since 2008. We now have 

the final report on proposed amendments to the Builder’s Lien Act and subsequent 

amendments introduced in May of 2013. If elected, what will your government do to ensure 

that these amendments and the necessary regulatory changes are completed in a timely fashion 

and through consultation with industry in the first year of your mandate? 

First Contract Arbitration 

 The Construction Association has long advocated for First Contract Arbitration (FCA) to be 

repealed. Our position on this issue has been clear from the start, this is an unnecessary piece of 

legislation that disrespects long standing best practices in the labour relations field. Further, its 

aggressive nature is a potential deterrent to existing and potential business investment in our 

province. If elected, will your government repeal First Contract Arbitration and signal to all 

parties that long standing labour relations practices are better for Nova Scotia? 

 

Enforcement of Procurement Act  

 Construction procurement is complex and involves significant risk and consistent application of 

industry standards to the procurement and awarding of construction is beneficial to all parties 

concerned. Our members frequently report inconsistent procurement practices, delays in 

awarding work and lack of transparency. If elected what will your government do to ensure the 

Procurement Act is enforced and continues to benefit all parties involved in construction 

procurement (ie, the tax payer, end users, tender calling authorities, construction firms, etc)? 

 

Labour 

 We need industry-led, industry-driven solutions to our labour market challenges. How will your 

government support industry in finding unique and creative solutions to Nova Scotia’s labour 

challenges? 

 

 We know there are issues with matching people with the right skills, with the right jobs, at the 

right time. What will your government do to ensure that skills, training and productivity 

programs are effective at building solutions to the current skills mismatch facing Nova Scotia?  

 

Prompt Payment Legislation 



 Late payment practices are an important issue for Nova Scotia’s construction industry.  Prompt 

Payment Legislation in Nova Scotia would establish minimum norms for payment schedules in 

the construction industry, intended to apply to every construction contract entered into for 

construction work undertaken in any jurisdiction whether or not the governing law of the 

contract is expressed as being the law of the jurisdiction. The majority of the US states, the 

European Union, and the United Kingdom have enacted prompt payment legislation to counter 

late payment practices and Ontario is currently working to be the first province in Canada to 

enact this legislation.  If elected, how will your party work with industry to bring forward 

progressive Prompt Payment Legislation in Nova Scotia during your first mandate? 

Competitive Environment 

 As an established best practice, governments across North America turn to private industry for 

the procurement and construction of infrastructure and heavy civil projects. These long standing 

practices ensure fairness, competitiveness and best value for work completed. Nova Scotia is 

one of few jurisdictions that continue to complete work with less productive and more costly 

own forces (i.e. Asphalt paving, chip sealing, form work, major renovations, etc.) These practices 

are damaging to private industries, lack transparency, and add additional costs for completion of 

construction projects. If elected, will your government commit to allowing private industry 

which has historically completed public construction projects, through open procurement, to 

compete for work that has been internalized to government forces over the last two years (i.e. 

Asphalt paving, chip sealing, major renovations and form 

work)?                                                                 

 

 

 

 


